REPORT BY THE  NETWORK OF THE SLOVENIAN BOTANICAL GARDENS AND ARBORETUMS

Members of the Network and their website pages:

Website of the network:

http://www.bf.uni-lj.si/bi/bgarden/www/strani/1_mreza.htm
ARBORETUM VOLJČJI POTOK: http://www.arboretum-vp.si/

ALPSKI BOTANIČNI VRT JULIJANA : http://www2.pms-lj.si/juliana/juliana.html

MOZIRSKI GAJ: http://www.mozirskigaj.com/
BOTANIČNI VRT UNIVERZE V MARIBORU: http://fk.uni-mb.si/botvrt/default.htm 

BOTANIČNI VRT SEŽANA: http://www.burger.si/Sezana/360_SezanaBotanicniPark_1.html

BOTANIČNI VRT TAL 2000: http://fly.to/tal2000

PARK SPOMINOV IN TOVARIŠTVA TIŠINA

VRT ZDRAVILNIH IN AROMATIČNIH RASTLIN (INŠTITUT ZA HMELJARSTVO IN PIVOVARSTVO SLOVENIJE)

BOTANIČNI VRT UNIVERZE V LJUBLJANI: http://www.bf.uni-lj.si/bi/bgarden/

In the current year the representatives of the Network of Botanical gardens held one meeting and maintained contact through  personal contacts betwen different gardens, contacts by telephone and e-mail.  
Activities of  members:
1. Alpine Botanical Garden Julijana
With the exception of lectures organized within  the Natural History Museum, which is in charge of the Julijana Botanical Garden, there are currently no special activities, since the Garden open only as late as   in May.

2.  Arboretum Volčji Potok
The Arboretum is engaged in the study of  phenologic characteristics of native and foreign plants.  It provides a specific  environment to plants, particularly foreign species, which allows the observation of  the influence of  the local climate upon species from the other parts of the world. In the course of 2004 the phenological research was in the hands of the biologist Nika Hrabar whereas at the beginning of the current year it was taken over by the biologist Katarina Vidmar Nair.

Observation and monitoring of amphibians in the water habitats of the Arboretum Volčji Potok.

EVENTS

January, February Frozen bouquets (only in cold weather under - 5°C)

Form  March 20 to  April 10 Days of narcissi and exhibition of artistic Easter decorations

From  April 15 to May 05 Exhibition of blossoming tulips and spring flowers

From April 23 to May 02 Exhibition of tulips, flower exhibition, horticultural exhibition and exhibition of gardening equipment
May 15 to  May 30 Days of rhododendrons

May 24 European Parks Day

May Children's workshops on nature science

All year round Workshops and guided tours for school groups Guided tours for the general public, thematic guided tours and lectures.

CHILDREN'S WORKSHOPS

GARDENING FOR CHILDREN Workshop Schedule May 21 and 22, 2005 15.00 - 17.00 hrs

2005 EVENTS FOR ADULTS  

Date Program Guide/Lecturer
11.03.2005 LECTURE: Diversity   of Roses Matjaž Mastnak

18.03.2005 The Best ... the Very Best Way Martin Bajc

08.04.2005 Early Blossoming Garden Trees Dagmar Štefe

15.04.2005 Flowery Path: From Shrubs to Bulbs Melita Miš

13.05.2005 Shrubs Blossoming in May Melita Miš

20.05.2005 Flowery Path: Rhododendrons, Azaleas Andreja Vučer

Guided tours and lectures start at 17.00 hrs and last till 17.45 h

3. Botanical Garden  Sežana

The Garden engages in no special activities but is open to the public and takes care of guided tours.

4. Garden of Aromatic and Medicinal Plants

In the period concerned the Garden provided no special activities apart from the regular work on the premises.

5. Memorial Park "Tišina"
The park provides no special activities. Periodic group visits to the park begin in the spring.

6. Mozirski Gaj
A big flower and plant exhibition is organized there every year, attracting large crowds of visitors. It focuses above all on horticultural species.

7. Tal  2000 Botanical Garden
The activities of the Tal Botanical Garden start in May. Its visitors are primarily school children nad other groups to.

8. University  Botanic Gardens Maribor
In the period  concerned the Garden received visits from organized elementary and secondary school groups  which spent their  natural history day  there. During the guided  tours through the premises they used  work sheets dealing with a selection of obligatory topics. The Garden was visited by  20 elementary and 2 secondary schools, totally 970 school children and pupils.

The principal research task of this Garden is currently devoted to conventional selection and genetic improvement of  tolerance of European chestnut (Castanea sativa .) to infections with Cryphonectria parasitica.

9. University Botanic Gardens Ljubljana

The garden at that time prepared a few lections and workshops open to the public. At that time we have a lot of school guiding tours and other group of people. We presented the garden in the different newspapers, radios and televisions.

Program of lectures and workshops: 

December,  Wednesday 01 at 18.00 hrs

Slides lecture: 
SUCCULENTS (CACTI, CRASSULACEAE AND EUPHORBIACEAE)

Presented  were different succulenta and related cultivation tips. The lecturer Jure Slatner has been dealing with this group of plants for a number of years  and is himself a cultivator of succulenta.

December,  Wednesday 08, at 17.00 hrs

Workshop: 
MAKING PICTURES AND GREETING CARDS FROM  NATURAL 

   

MATERIALS

Using pressed leaves and flowers, seeds and other materials,  the participants learned to create greeting cards. The worshop was conducted by Alenka Marinček, professor of biology.

December,  Wednesday 15, at 17.00 hrs

Slides lecture:
LEGOLAND FOR CHILDREN AND ADULTS
 

In the land of cubes known as Legoland Gǘnzburg, LEGO attractions  are combined with interesting designed gardens, both miniature and traditional. All of this was shown at the lecture held by Dr. Jože Bavcon.

January, Wednesday 12, at 17.00 hrs.

Workshops:
LET'S PLAY WITH FRUITS AND SEEDS

The participants used fruits to make different figurines and seeds to create pictures. The workshop was conducted by Alenka Marinček, professor of biology.

January, Wednesday26, at 18.00 hrs

Slides lecture:
CENTAUREA ALPINA AND SOME OTHER REPRESENTATIVES OF 



SLOVENIAN FLORA

The research on Slovenian flora has a long and venerable tradition since it goes back to the 16th century. Dealing with important plants unavoidably leads to the botanists from the past and the interesting anecdotes not only about the plants themselves but also about the people who reaseached them. One of such stories is the "Karst story about Centaurea alpina".  

Lecture by   prof. Dr. Tone Wraber.

February, Wednesday 16, at 17.00 hrs

Workshop:
PAINTING AND DECORATING OF FLOWER POTS

The workshop was conducted by Alenka Marinček, professor of biology.


February, Wednesday 23, at 18.00 hrs

Slides lecture:
COMMON SNOWDROP (Galanthus nivalis) AND ITS DIVERSITY IN SLOVENIA

Lecture by Dr. Jože Bavcon.

March 18 Friday, 15.00 hrs - 17.00 hrs

Guided tour:
COLLECTIONS OF COMMON SNOWDROP (Galanthus nivalis) AND ITS 



DIVERSITY

Guidance by  Dr. Jože Bavcon

March, Wednesday 16, at 18.00 hrs

Slides lecture: ANDREJ FLEISCHMANN - GARDENER AND FLORIST

Andrej Fleischmann  (1804-1867) was a longtime gardener of the Ljubljana Botanical Garden.  He was the author of the second printed work on the flora of Carniolia (1843). He contributed expert and popular articles to various magazines, collected Slovenian plant names,  and after 1850 started giving botany lectures in the Slovenian language.  The lecture was held by Dr. Nada Praprotnik, Museum councillor (head of the Botany Curatorship of the Slovenian Natural History Museum).

March, Wednesday 23, at 17.00 hrs

Workshop: 
LET'S PLANT A SPRING BOUQUET

After viewing the Botanical Garden, children planted the first heralds of spring. The workshop was conducted by Alenka Marinček, professor of biology.

April, Wednesday 13, at 18.00 hrs

Slides lecture: 

ROSES AND ROSE GARDEN

Showing of  rose gardens and roses for  lovers and admirers of roses, flowers and parks. The lecture was held by Breda Bavdaž-Čopi, agronomist,  president of the Slovenian Society of Rose Lovers.

April, Friday 22, at 17.00 hrs

Guided Tour: Guided tour through the Botanical Garden, celebrating THE  EARTH DAY.

Guidance by Dr. Jože Bavcon, Director of the Botanical Garden.

April, Saturday 23, at 10.00 hrs

Workshop:
GRAFTING OF CITRUSES

The participants learned  to graft citruses by inoculation. The workshop was conducted by Janja Makše, agronomist.

May, Wednesday 04, at 17.00 hrs

Slides lecture:
HOW TO  GROW BEAUTIFUL DECORATIVE PLANTS AND CULTIVATE LAWNS

Lecture by Tamara Pungerčar, agronomist.

May, Wednesday 11, at 17.00 hrs

Lecture:
 SECRETS OF EFFICIENT ECOLOGICAL GARDENING

Lecture by Nevenka Breznik, agronomist.

May, Saturday 21, 10.00 hrs - 15.00 hrs

Plants Flea-Market.

Amateur  gardeners brought a variety of plants to the Botanical Garden both to  swap  and sell.

May, Wednesday 25, at 17.00 hrs

Workshop:
BOTANICAL DRAWING

The workshop was conducted by the illustrator Zagorka Simić.

In addition to the lectures and workshops we managed to attract considerable attention of different media. The problems of the Botanical Garden, the deficient financial means reserved for it, the  unreasonably  restricted number of  Garden professionals  were discussed by the Parliament for the very  first time. A member of parliament raised the questions with the Minister of  Education since the Botanical Garden as a University institution falls under the Ministry of Education, Science and Sport. This intervention was followed  by an intensive response from the media in support of the Garden. A promise was given to set up a working committee to deal with the problems of the Garden.

In the winter time ...

A list of  seeds was sent to 300 botanical gardens. The list also covers the Julijana Botanical Garden. The seeds have been ordered by 120 gardens.

We continuied to collect and investigate some species in nature habitats  in Slovenia (Galanthus nivalis, Cyclclamen purpurascens, Crocus sp. and Leucojum vernum, Primula elatior,  their hibrids  some others) in that late winter and spring time. 

In May  we participatet at the ASSOCIAZIONE GIARDINI BOTANICI ALPINI  from Italy on excursion  on Sardinian flora.

We participated in creating  a small new botanical garden. Contributing plants and expert advice, we assisted in modelling Scopoli's garden at Idrija made by the local Museum Society. The Garden is located in the former mining town of Idrija  whose name is associated with such famous botanists as Anton Scopoli, Balthasar Hacquet,  Franc Hladnik, Henrik Freyer and others all of whom worked or born  there. The Garden will be active within the framework of the Museum Society  and under our expert guidance. Presented in it are plants whose classic habitats are located in this area.

In the period referred to in the report the Ljubljana Botanical Garden has hosted  more than3000 guided visitors from kindergartens, elementary and secondary schools.  Each group usually spends about two school hours in the Garden.

